
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What Have You Done for Your Marriage Today? 
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SAINT TIMOTHY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

8651 BIGGS FORD ROAD  

WALKERSVILLE, MD. 21793 

(301) 845-8043 

FAX (301) 845-4902 
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Parish Contact Information 

 

Pastor: Monsignor Dick Murphy 

 301-845-8043, ext. 101 

Deacon Jim Barth 

 301-845-8043, ext. 484 

Deacon Tim Moore 

 301-845-8043, ext. 485 

Director of Music: Linda Lebo 

301-845-8043, ext. 113 

301-639-1557 (cell) 

Administrative Secretary to the Pastor: 

 Lynn Stambaugh 

 301-845-8043 ext. 100 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Natural Family Planning Providers 
The following providers offer NFP classes (in person and distance learning) for 

clients and teacher trainees. 

 

Billings Ovulation Method Association—USA (a CMM provider; 

The official representative of the BOM in the USA) 

P.O. Box 2135 

St. Cloud, MN 56302 

1-651-699-8139 

1-320-654-6486 

E-mail: boma-usa@msn.com 

Website: www.boma-usa.org 

Family of the Americas Foundation (a CMM provider) 

P.O. Box 1170 

Dunkirk, MD 20754 

1-301-627-3346 

1-301-627-0847 FAX 

E-mail: family@upbeat.com 

Website:familyplanning.net 

Institute for NFP, College of Nursing, Marquette University 

(a Sympto-Hormonal Method provider) 

P.O. Box 1881 

Milwaukee, WI 53201-1881 

1-414- 288-3838 or 3854 

1-414- 288-1939 FAX 

E-mail: muinstnfp@marquette.edu 

Website: http://www.marquette.edu/nursing/NFP 

 

Northwest Family Services, Inc. 

(a STM provider) 

6200 S.E. King Road 

Portland, OR 97222 

1-503-215-6377 

1-503-215-7385 FAX  

E-mail: service@nwfs.org 

Website: www.nwfs.org 

 

Pope Paul VI Institute for the Study of Human Reproduction 

(provides the Creighton Model FertilityCare™ System) 

6901 Mercy Road 

Omaha, NE 68106 

1-402-390-6600 

1-402-390-9851 FAX 

E-mail: popepaul@popepaulvi.com 

Website: popepaulvi.com 
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WHAT IS MARRIAGE? 
Marriage is a lifelong partnership 
Of the whole of life, of mutual and 

exclusive fidelity, established by 
 mutual consent between a man and 
 a women, and ordered towards the 

good of the spouses and the procreation 
of offspring.  

 

http://www.boma-usa.org/
mailto:family@upbeat.com
mailto:muinstnfp@mu.edu
http://www.marquette.edu/nursing/NFP


 
 
 

10.   Resources 
 

St. Agnes hospital, Baltimore visit “maternity center” at 

www.stagnes.org/svc-womens-education.html or  

call: 866-690-9355 

 

Couple to Couple League 

www.ccli.org  English & Spanish 800-745-8252 search for 

a class near you. 

 

Archdiocese of Baltimore, 

Department of Evangelization 

Marriage and Family Life 

320 Cathedral Street 

Baltimore, MD 21201 420-547-5420 

http://www.archbalt.org/family-life/marriage-

family/family-planning.cfm 
 
To find NFP classes in your area visit, 

/prolife/issues/nfp/coordinators.shtml  

For distance NFP education, see: 

/prolife/issues/nfp/homestudy.shtml 

For further information contact: 

 

Natural Family Planning Program 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

3211 4th St., N.E. 

Washington, DC 20017 

202-541-3240 

E-mail: nfp@usccb.org 

Website: /prolife/issues/nfp/index.shtml 
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Jesus Christ has not only restored the original blessing in 
its fullness but elevated it by making marriage between 
baptized Christians a sacramental sign of his own love for 
the Church – as we hear proclaimed in the wedding liturgy: 
 
Father, to reveal the plan of your love, you made the union 
of husband and wife an image of the covenant between 
you and your people.  In the fulfillment of this sacrament, 
the marriage of Christian man and woman is a sign of the 
marriage between Christ and the Church.               USCCB 

http://www.stagnes.org/svc-womens-education.html
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Celebrating Your Marriage 

Congratulations on your decision to commit yourselves to each 

other in holy matrimony. We are pleased you have chosen to 

celebrate your love here at St. Timothy Catholic Church and want 

to help you prepare well for your marriage and wedding day. May 

the Lord bless and sustain your love for each other. 

“The intimate partnership of married life and love has been 

established by the Creator and qualified by His laws. It is 

rooted in the conjugal covenant of irrevocable personal 

consent. Hence, by that human act whereby spouses 

mutually bestow and accept each other, a relationship arise 

which by divine will and in the eyes of society is a lasting 

one. For the good of the spouses and their offspring as well 

as of society, the existence of this sacred bond no longer 

depends on human decisions alone.” 

The above quotation from the Documents of Vatican II helps us to 

understand the seriousness of marriage and the dignity with which 

this sacrament should be celebrated. We have prepared this 

booklet, which is based on our policies and guidelines, so that you 

may be informed throughout your planning process. Please read 

the entire booklet carefully so that you fully understand how St. 

Timothy’s parish can help you prepare for your marriage. While 

you are now focused on your wedding day and its sacred 

celebration, this is a time also for prayerful preparation for your 

life long marriage. If you have any questions, please contact the 

priest or deacon who will preside at your wedding. 
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Music Fees 

Music fees are not covered by the offering given to the Church. 

They will be contracted between you and the Director of Music, 

based on the number of instrumentalist, soloists or cantors, and 

rehearsals you require. A separate check for each musician must be 

given to the Director of Music at least one week before the 

wedding. 

 

9.   A Final Note 

As clergy and staff of St. Timothy parish, we sincerely hope that 

both the regulations and guidelines outlined here prove helpful to 

you in planning your Wedding Mass or Ceremony. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the parish 

office, 301-845-8043, to speak to your presider.  

 

We hope, also, that you will enjoy this time of preparation. 

Wedding details and planning can seem overwhelming, and so we 

ask that you remember to focus on God’s blessings and the core 

religious meaning of this first step in your married life. 

 

Please know that we pray for you and rejoice in your desire to 

express your love before God and the Church. 
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8. Wedding Music 

You should contact St. Timothy’s Director of 

Music/Organist at the parish office, 301-845-8043 x113, as 

soon as the date for your wedding has been confirmed. 

The Director will schedule an initial appointment with you, 

help you plan the liturgical music, and discuss any concerns 

you may have.      
 

Music Selection 

It is important to remember that music used for the 

celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage, is best meant to 

involve the whole congregation in singing. You may know 

of some instrumentalist who could add to the quality of the 

celebration, but since the nature of the sacrament is that the 

community of faith gathers in prayer, to involve the 

congregation in singing is a very helpful way of reminding 

those present that they have a role to play during the 

ceremony in praying for the couple. Your song choice also 

is part of keeping the congregation aware of their role of 

praying for the couple during the sacrament. While there 

are many wonderful songs about love, some songs really 

don’t lend themselves to what is actually happening in the 

sacrament of marriage, (the community of faith gathered to 

pray for a couple) and might be better for your reception 

party. Please consult the parish musicians about your song 

choices. Our musicians are:  

Director of Music – Linda Lebo 301-845-8043 x113 and  

Organist – Dr. William (Bill) Powell – 240-446-0344. 
 

Musicians 

The parish Director of Music is the primary musician for 

the wedding. You may, if you wish, have a friend of family 

member – properly qualified and approved by the Director 

– serve as organist. 

The Director will help you select a cantor. The Director 

must also approve a friend or relative who wishes to assist 

at the wedding with either vocal or instrumental 

performances. 
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1.  Initial Arrangements  

Your planning process BEGINS  by calling the parish office  

at least six (6) months before your wedding date, a timeframe 

stipulated by the Archdiocese of Baltimore. During this initial call, 

a member of the parish staff will take some information from you 

in order to ascertain whether your selected date and time are 

available. 

 

Please note that your date and time will not be secured until they 

have been confirmed by the priest or deacon assigned to your 

wedding (for brevity, hereafter called the presider). For your own 

protection and peace of mind, do not make any other arrangements 

for the wedding, especially any that involve financial outlay 

(deposit down payment, etc.) until you have been notified by your 

presider that your wedding has been scheduled at St. Timothy’s. 

A priest or deacon will be assigned to preside at your wedding 

unless you request a specific person, in which case he will 

determine his own availability. Upon confirmation of the date and 

time, you will be required to pay the church fee in order to secure 

the space. (See Section 6, Parish Guidelines, under “Church 

Offering” page 9). 

 

A guest priest or deacon who is a friend of the family is certainly 

welcome to preside at your wedding. Since often the guest priest or 

deacon live at a distance, normally a priest or deacon of St. 

Timothy parish will assist you in preparing for your wedding, 

enrolling  in marriage preparation program, completing the 

necessary paperwork and obtaining any canonical dispensation or 

permissions from the Archbishop.  He may even help you plan the 

ceremony.  The guest priest or deacon MUST send to the Clergy 

Personnel Office of the Archdiocese a certificate of suitability if he 

does not live in the Archdiocese of Baltimore. It is helpful if a 

copy of this document is forwarded to St. Timothy’s. 

 

Official Witnesses 

The official witnesses in addition to the ordained presider are the 

Best Man and the Maid or Matron of Honor.  

They are not required to be Catholic. 

3 



2. First Meeting with Your Presider 
The presider assigned to you will contact you to schedule a 

first meeting. (If for some reason you have not heard from him 

within a week or two, please contact the parish office.) When 

you first meet with the presider, he will want to get to know 

you a little better, assess your readiness for marriage, and 

confirm the date and time of both the wedding and rehearsal. 

He will also discuss considerations such as marriage 

preparation and the policies and guidelines in this booklet. 

During your planning process, he will help you complete the 

necessary paperwork. 

 

3. Documentation 
You are responsible, with the presider’s help, for the following 

documentation: 

  

“Proof of Baptism” 

A ‘Certificate of Baptism’ is required for all Catholics. 

This certificate – which must be obtained from the Church 

where you were baptized –  no more than 6 months 

before your wedding date. We cannot accept the original 

Baptismal certificate (or a photocopy) which was issued at 

the time of your baptism.  All baptized Christians are 

asked to provide some evidence of baptism. 
 

“Letter of Permission” 

If neither the bride nor groom is a registered parishioner of 

St. Timothy’s, each must secure from the parish where he 

or she is registered a letter of permission to be married at 

St. Timothy’s. 
 

“Civil Marriage License” 

You must secure a ‘Marriage License’ from the Clerk of 

the Circuit Court, 100 West Patrick Street, Frederick, 

Maryland. Application fee is about $75.00. Please be sure 

that the presider has the License in hand before the 

wedding rehearsal. The wedding cannot legally take place 

without it.                          
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Microphones, lights, and cameras may not be affixed by 

any means to any church appointments, such as pews, 

chairs, or audio speakers. 

Please note that you may have only one and one half hours 

for both wedding and picture-taking, depending on the 

parish schedule. 

Dressing Area 

We do not have a bride’s room or dressing area.  

Runner  

Runners easily slip and become gathered in the aisle 

especially during communion. We suggest you do not use a 

runner.  

Altar Servers 

If a family member or friend is an altar server, you are most 

welcome to ask him or her to assist at your wedding mass. 

Altar servers are not usually needed for a simple Wedding 

Ceremony, but are welcomed. 

Unity Candle 

St. Timothy’s does not provide unity candle sets but we do 

have a unity candle stand that you may use during your 

wedding ceremony. You may purchase your own candle set 

to keep as a memento of your wedding day. Sets can be 

purchased from your florist or a card store. 
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Rice, petals, Balloons, etc. 
Because of insurance stipulations, rice, birdseed, flower 

petals, balloons, or other traditional symbols may not be 

used at St. Timothy’s, either inside or outside the building. 

Please be sure that your guests abide by this regulation. 

Guest Register & Receiving Line: 

We recommend that the Guest Register be placed at your 

reception location, and the receiving line be held there. 

Start Time 
As stated above, the church is available to you one-half 

hour before the wedding and at least one and one half hours 

from its scheduled start. Those two hours necessarily 

include set-up time, the ceremony itself, and time for posed 

pictures. Therefore – as an important courtesy to your 

guests, your presider, and couples scheduled for later times 

– you should arrive on time, and the wedding should start 

on time. 

 

7.  Liturgical Planning 

Christian marriage is most sacred and most solemn because 

it is a lifelong covenant with God as witness and guarantor. 

Your celebration of the sacrament should therefore 

exemplify both its serious and religious nature, as well as 

the joy you are experiencing during the ritual. 

The presider will discuss any liturgical ministries (cantor, 

lectors, servers, gift-bearers) that can be filled by family or 

friends. He will also assist you in planning the wedding 

Mass or Ceremony, and will provide you with a book that 

outlines liturgical options. 

 

Photographs 

Photographs and videotaping are permitted during the 

wedding. All photographers and videotaping must be 

discreet and presentable. 

                                   

They may not enter the sanctuary to take pictures or 

videotape during the Mass or Wedding Ceremony. No 

changes may be made to the sanctuary or to the body of the 

church.                               10  

Other Documents 

The priest or deacon can help you obtain any other documents you 

may need, such as proof of annulment, dispensations, etc. 

 

 

4. Marriage Preparation Programs 

In addition to meeting with a priest or deacon at least six (6) 

months before your wedding, the Archdiocese also requires that 

each couple complete a Marriage Preparation program. You may 

receive more information about the different ways to fulfill this 

requirement wither from your wedding preside.   Note: If personal 

circumstances require, marriage preparation may take place in 

another diocese, but you should consult with your presider about 

this possibility.   

Marriage Preparation options include:    

Sponsor Couple Program 

A specially trained couple meets with you, usually in their 

home, for five or six sessions. This type of preparation 

provides personal, couple-to-couple encounters, and can make 

scheduling flexible. 

      Engaged Encounter Program Several locations throughout the 

      Archdiocese offer Engaged Encounter, a weekend-long (Friday 

      evening through Sunday afternoon) experience similar in 

      format to a retreat. Cost varies from year to year, and will 

      include program materials, food, and lodging. Because these 

      weekends tend to fill up quickly, you are advised to register 

      early. 

 

      Pre-Cana classes 

      Pre-Cana classes are offered by various parishes of the 

      Archdiocese of Baltimore. This is a series of classes led by 

      married couples specially trained to offer guidance and insights 

      into married life. 
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Special Message :             “Gift of Life” 

Marriage is a gift from God. Whether an individual marries 

or not, everyone benefits from marriage. Marriage nurtures 

the individual, creates the family and ties the rest of society 

together. God’s incredible design for marriage is 

discovered in Sacred Scripture. God created man and 

woman to embody His life and love: “God created man in 

His image; in the divine image He created him; male and 

female He created them” (Gn. 1:27). God desired spouses 

to share in His procreative love, in reality, to be co-creators 

with Him, bringing new life into the world: “Be fertile and 

multiply; fill the earth and subdue it” (Gn. 1:28). God 

planned that in marriage the mystery of human sexuality 

would be revealed as man and woman are brought together 

in a special union—two distinct parts of a whole humanity 

each with distinct gifts of fertility. Husband and wife are 

called to be reflections of God’s love to the world.  
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 You may take your flowers with you after your 

wedding, or you may choose to donate them to the 

parish for weekend Masses. If you wish to donate them, 

please alert the parish office at least one week before 

the wedding so that we don’t order other altar flowers. 

 

 We are sorry but flower petals real or fabric cannot be 

strewn in the aisle. They stain the marble and become a 

slipping hazard. 

 The church is decorated for the liturgical seasons of 

Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter, as well as the 

harvest season. Do not at any time remove seasonal 

decoration, flower arrangement, or banners from the 

church. 

If your wedding will occur during the Christmas or Easter season, 

you may choose not to order flowers for the sanctuary, since it will 

already be decorated. During October and November, the 

sanctuary may be decorated with fruits, vegetables, or various 

other displays celebrating the harvest season. 

During Lent (February, March, and early April), there are no 

flowers, in keeping with themes of the Lenten season. If you order 

flowers for a wedding during Lent, they must be simple 

arrangements and should be removed after your ceremony. 

Church Offering  

Parishioners are encouraged to give $250.00 to the Church on the 

occasion of the wedding. Those not members of the parish are 

expected to make an offering of $500.00, which covers use of the 

church, cost of utilities, and building maintenance. The offering 

must be remitted upon confirmation of the date and time of 

your wedding. 

Should you wish to offer the priest or deacon a gift for his services 

or kindness to you, please do so – usually on the day of the 

wedding – separate from the wedding fee. 
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6.       Parish Guidelines 

 

Scheduling 

Weddings are normally scheduled for Saturdays between 

10:00AM and 2:00PM. Because of weekend sacramental 

services, weddings may not be scheduled for Saturday 

evening or for Sunday afternoon or evening. 

You should be able to gain access to the church one hour 

before your wedding time. No service will be scheduled less 

than 1 ½ hours after your scheduled time.  

Rehearsal Date & Time 

When your presider confirms the date and time of your 

wedding, he should also schedule your rehearsal and record it 

in the parish calendar. It is very important that the rehearsal 

begin on time. The presider will help you determine how much 

time (generally no more than an hour) will be needed. 

Flowers 

The bride and groom pay for the wedding flowers. Couples 

marrying on the same day often decide to share the expense, 

and you may wish to explore this option with those couples. 

Please keep these guidelines in mind when deciding on your 

flowers: 

 No tape, tacks, staples, or glue may be used on the pews 

or any other surface in the church. 

 Bows, must be tied to the pews with ribbon. Do not 

place any live flower arrangements on the pew. 

 No flowers, candles, or other objects may be placed on 

the main front altar, in order to preserve its dignity and 

proper use. In particular, the altar is not to be used as a 

table for the unity candle. 

 By custom, flower arrangements are placed in front of 

the altar and podium.                  

 

8 

 

5.     Natural Family Planning   

 

The Catholic Church calls each of us to practice the life of 

chastity. For married couples, this means not only 

remaining faithful to each other, but also being open to the 

gift of children through their marriage.  The Church offers 

education to couples wishing to plan the growth of their 

family through Natural Family Planning because she has 

found it to be the most effective way to help couples 

achieve a strong lasting marriage and family life. 

 

- Studies show that about 95% of couples who practice 

Natural Family Planning remain married. 

 

- It deepens and strengthens the communication skills of the 

couple. 

 

- It helps couples to show affection to each other in 

numerous ways and keeps the sexual union sacred and 

appreciated over time. 

 

- It is a safe, healthy and natural means of achieving 

pregnancy or spacing children. 

 

- It helps the woman to be more in tune with her own body 

and for her spouse to be aware of her health. 

 

- Little to no cost. 

 

Please consider learning more about  

Natural Family Planning by:  
 

- Taking a look at the resources listed at the back of the book 

- Discussing it with couples who practice NFP or  

- Speaking to the priest or deacon who is assisting you with 

your marriage prep. 
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QUESTIONS TO ASK 
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WHAT IS MARRIAGE? 
Marriage is a lifelong partnership 
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